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Abstract

Human rights constitute a significant aspect of
the law. Human rights are protected by national
and international legal and judicial apparatuses.
In addition, promoting respect for human rights is
a key purpose of the United Nations (UN) and its
international bodies, such as the UN Human Rights
Council, established in 2006, and the International
Criminal Court, created in 1998. The UN has
also issued a variety of protocols, declarations
and agreements regarding human rights and their
protection, specifically the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in 1948 and the International
Convention on Civil and Political Rights in 1966.

In the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Saudi legislation
has initiated and allowed various Saudi human
rights institutions, namely the Saudi Human Rights
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Commission and Saudi National Society for Human
Rights. In particular, Saudi legislation has focused on
Sharia principles when it comes to the interpretation
and implementation of secular international human
rights laws. Saudi legislation has enacted a variety
of contemporary human rights laws, including the
Child Protection Law and the Law of Protection
from Abuse.

The human cost of terrorism has been felt
virtually in every part of the globe. Terrorism has
disrupted peace, security, liberty and physical
integrity of individuals at every level. Protection
and security of its individuals is a fundamental
obligation of the state. Accordingly, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia has taken several legal measures,
allowed under Islamic Sharia and International
laws, to ensure the protection of human rights of
its citizens and residents and safeguard the society
against possible threats of terrorism and bring the
criminals to justice. Saudi legislation has ensured
human rights applications in other Saudi criminal
laws, such as the Saudi Criminal Procedure Law of
2002, amended in 2014 (hereinafter SCPL), and the
Saudi Law of Terrorist Crimes of 2014 (hereinafter
SLTC).

This short commentary provides a concise
summary about the existing Saudi legislation related
to terrorist crimes and human rights protection.

Conference Proceeding
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1. Introduction

Human rights are defined as “Rights inherent to all hu-
man beings, regardless of nationality, place of residence,
sex, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, language,
or any other status” [1-2]. The implementation of human
rights differs from one society to another according to po-
litical and religious factors. In regard to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, human rights are respected and legally bind-
ing by Sharia principles and Saudi laws. Sharia (or Islamic
law), the primary source of law in modern Saudi Arabia, is
based on the Holy Quran and Hadith (sayings and teachings
of Prophet Muhammad Peace be upon him) and developed
gradually by muslim judges and scholars between the sev-
enth and tenth centuries [3-4]. Allah revealed in the Holy
Quran, “And We have certainly honoured the children of
Adam and carried them on the land and sea and provided
for them of the good things and preferred them over much

of what we have created, with [definite] preference” [5].

Moreover, Article 26 of the Saudi Basic Law of Gov-
ernance states that “The State shall protect human rights
in accordance with the Islamic Sharia” [6]. Therefore, it
can be seen that the protection of human rights in Saudi
Arabia is constitutional since it is encouraged by Islamic
principles and Saudi laws. Human rights are usually dis-
cussed with specific regard to the implementation of crimi-
nal punishment and procedure. Therefore, human rights
are the subject matter of lots of international debates and
conferences.

In recent times, the majority of the countries all over the
world, and especially Saudi Arabia, have suffered from ter-
rorism. Saudi Arabia has enacted a variety of criminal laws
that look after the benefits of Saudi society, one of which is
the Saudi Law of Terrorist Crimes (SLTC). This law exam-
ines terrorism incidents and facilitates Saudi authorities to
protect the society from terrorism and terrorists. This law
contains 41 legal clauses. It explains the criminal proce-
dure for terrorist crimes as well as referring to the superior
law, which is Saudi Criminal Procedure Law (SCPL), and
addresses any legal clause that is not provided in the SLTC
(Article 40 of the SLTC). This commentary briefly looks at
human rights protection identified under the SLTC.

2. Research Methodology

The research methodology involved two aspects: a
critical analysis of the relevant literature and SLTC; and
a comparison using the legal transplantation approach (i.e.
reviewing the compatibility of the SLTC with the SCPL).

3. Results
The study showed that there are a variety of human rights
which are protected under the SLTC and the SCPL. Ex-
amples of these rights are as follows:
* It is prohibited to arrest or detain any accused with-
out any legal reason.
e The right of the accused to remain silent and the
right not to self-incriminate.
e The right of the accused to consult a lawyer.
* The right of the accused to contact his family and
relatives.
* The right of the accused not to be subjected to tor-
ture.
* The right of the accused to have a fair trial.
e The right of the accused to be brought before a com-
petent, independent and impartial adjudicator.
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e The right of the accused to have adequate time and
facilities to prepare a defence case.

e The right of the accused to a public hearing.

e The right of the accused to appeal before an appel-
late court.

e The right of the accused to receive compensation
for wrongful conviction.

e The right of the accused to be provided with legal
and medical support during arrest process.

e The right of the accused not to be subjected to Ex
post facto law or more severe punishment other than
allowed under the law.

4. Conclusion

This commentary shows that human rights are ful-
ly looked after by Saudi legislation in its judicial sys-
tem. The SCPL and the SLTC includes variety of hu-
man rights that are supported and protected by Saudi
as well as Islamic legislation. In general, it seems that
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Saudi Arabia is second to none among other countries

when it comes to the implementation of human rights

principles which are derived from a sacred source,

which in this context is Islamic Sharia.
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