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Abstract

The present study attempts to investigate the nature of the
work of the forensic linguist to find out the procedural
methods used to attribute authorship of texts to their potential
owners. The aim is to examine the aspects of the linguistic
theory on which the work of the forensic linguist depends,
and upon which he may base his assumptions and then verify
their validity. To achieve this, the study follows the narrative
analysis method, one of the methods of the qualitative
approach in humanities, which depends on the analysis of the
text and tracing the human experience of the forensic linguist
in his work and the obstacles he encountered. The study deals
with three famous cases that occupied the Western judiciary
for a period of time. The first is the issue of doubt in the
statement of the culprit known as the case of Derek Bentley
in Britain, the issue of comparing manuscripts known as the
Unabomber, and the issue attributing part of a text to one of
its co-authors. It is hoped that the study of these three cases
will lead to further research in this neglected area of science
in the Arab world.

Keywords: Forensic linguistics, functional grammar, lexical
density, hapax legomena, authorship.
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I have been cautioned that I need not say anything un-
less I wish to do so, but whatever I do say will be taken
down in writing and may be given in evidence.

(signed) Derek Bentley”

“I have known Craig since I went to school. We were
stopped by our parents going out together, but we still
continued going out with each other - I mean we have not
gone out together until tonight. I was watching television
tonight (2nd November 1952) and between 8pm and 9pm
Craig called for me. My Mother answered the door and I
heard her say I was out. I had been out earlier to the pic-
tures and got home just after 7pm. A little later Norman
Parsley and Frank Fazey called. I did not answer the door
or speak to them.”

“My Mother told me that they had called and I then
ran out after them. I walked up the road with them to
the paper shop where I saw Craig standing. We all talk-
ed together and then Norman Parsley and Frank Fazey
left. Chris Craig and I then caught a bus to Croydon. We
got off at West Croydon and then walked down the road
where the toilets are - I think it is Tamworth Road. When
we came to the place where you found me, Chris looked
in the window. There was a little iron gate at the side.
Chris then jumped over and I followed. Up to then Chris
had not said anything. We both got out on to the flat roof
at the top. Then someone in a garden on the opposite side
shone a torch up towards us. Chris said: It’s a copper, hide
behind here. We hid behind a shelter arrangement on the
roof. We were there waiting for about ten minutes. I did

. sk
not know he was going to use the gun”.
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“Statement of: DEREK WILLIAM BENTLEY, aged 19
1 Fairview Road, London Road
Norbury
Electrician
who saith:
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plain clothes policeman got up the drainpipe and arrested
me, another policeman in uniform followed and I heard
someone call him ‘Mac’. He was with us when the other
policeman was killed.”

“tis as B

This statement has been read to me and is true. Sgd

Derk [sic] Derek W. Bentley

Statement taken by me, written down by Det Sgt Shep-

herd, read over and signature witness by J. Smith DI.”
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“A plain clothes man climbed up the drainpipe and on
to the roof. The man said: I am a police officer - the place
is surrounded. He caught hold of me as as we walked
away Chris fired. There was nobody else there at the time.
The policeman and I went round a corner by a door. A
little later the door opened and a policeman in uniform
came out. Chris fired again then and this policeman fell
down. I could see he was hurt as a lot of blood came from
his forehead just above his nose. (signed) D. Bentley”

“The policeman dragged him round the corner behind
the brickwork entrance to the door. I remember I shouted
something but I forget what it was. I could not see Chris
when I shouted to him - he was behind a wall. I heard
some more policemen behind the door and the police-
man with me said, I don’t think he has many more bullets
left. Chris shouted Oh yes I have, and he fired again. I
think I heard him fire three times altogether. The Police-
man then pushed me down the stairs and I did not see any
more. I knew we were going to break into the place, I did
not know what we were going to get - just anything that
was going. I did not have a gun and I did not know Chris
had one until he shot. I now know that the policeman in

uniform is dead. I should have mentioned that after the
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Bl & policeman in uhiform came out. Chris fired again then and this policeman fell down. | could see he was hurt &s a lof of blod
2 1bus to Croydon. We got off at West Croydon and then walked down the road where the toilets are - 1think i is Tamworth R
re | saw Craig standing. We all talked together and then Norman Parsley and Frank Fazey left. Chris Craig and | then caught &
side. Chris then jumped over and | follawed. Chris then climbed up the drainpipe to the roof and | followed. Up to then Chris
wow, There was a litfle iron gate at the side. Chris then jumped over and | followed. Chris then climbed up the drainpipe to the
van Parsley and Frank Fazey left. Chris Craig and | then caught a bus to Croydon. We got off at West Croydon and then waik]
) them My mother told me that they had called and | then ran after them, | walked up the road with them to the paper shop why
3 nobody else there at the time. The policeman and | then went round a corner by a door. A little later the door opened and a p
eard him fire three times altogether. The policeman then pushed me down the stairs and | did not see any more. | knew we Wi
10 d up the drainpipe to the roof and | followed. Up to then Chris had not said anything. We both got out on to the flat roof at the
11 thing. We both got out on to the flat roof at the top. Then someone in a garden on the opposite side shone a torch up towardg
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Figure 2- Occurrence of (then) in WordSmith concordance

e
Y N,
7 %
X i
N 7/

..... N S sRlGie SELEG Y s




o) A (3423 2 Lolnd 315 2540 ) — SLiad! @l e Jac dauls

1317

g9 Al 2y diiall Baguu Ul Bmingill 3y guall sl 35500
i gl prala ol ASGISe Jue 13 Loz GIS 13] Le cilis 5
elaa=il a8 Jol “Manifesto” Gladl i aa g .Gl s Gdie
o 2 el 58 A M Lo gasss o yaty o ool
Unabomber a3 “uly 55k 1uid” 05 3uad dag) carli VA0 ale
3Ty SIS dns” Lgm ) e ol 2850 2 calS Loie
o ¥ ol 2 SIS i i La S5 2undll Sl oy
S sle Lasie S0g candl Jama le Toid cila bl wdns 28k
seo sl (aldieny peliall paizl)) Oly 153 sumill cl¥yll
1820 55812 5 el bl puan 2 e Liall allaill yencl 3530
Hate g a3 Ol deda ade @) s Jae 2 355 LAl 3,0 el
o=y BB LegBdle 2 paiall Qi) die Wglme 2y clilea]
e oxgtie aay oy Jae 2 13ume clall ed @ (Labl Lia) el
Cre BsSn LinglgiSTl) Byslan Bagutd Amdao (py pieg S (e Jlie
2SIl ity clledYl il il pe Leslay s Jb
JLaid Legi asliaall ye Julantl ane e 45,05 dies aBy . Lagin
e O Lal Lo 5L agass dal gy cbsle sl almlly
2 Hgan VI EN wuas 2l Bals (s o aiay Ley bt
elagel Cast Jlally 4] ol @uludy dpalel o e ke
oo die olab=ll GiSS @iy pead! alaial Gla=d S hagal!
VAT Joyl ¥ 25 Beaall D SV 4Bl g pogeail dag
gl Js=SHl (iSay «Nuedll elad=ill (iSe sMee ol
By Uity JLaie ] 3 58 a5ty ol Gieianl] 355039 0B, L ALY
[Ve] 7 Blibge (sSad (pa ol (S 318 “us” (9 593550

Aoyt Juolsiy Gt bawsSy capad OlS e Lo
el Ol o Aasall) BHLall Gpals g Liegy Lo (ST Jlaie ¥y
Lia MalS ds jo (po (S @ 1M ARIS YO -+ ilalS e ) Hgadd
W42 5 aball cuugy Glaidly damos dmdal 350 320 (ST
S 3IS “us” 7982 o 01 JLAL oy ([V0] V440 sciw
Jredlaes goalll Gamllald uad . Lazb3alS ¥+ (10 (h9Sh s lg
$ Lo (yals Wtie . a il o gLt | el il g alelSH ye s0e
o yiml) Gudy Guamill 23154l Calld e aay il 13m0,
Jlas 6 2 el Ol S Agsliee Laguny Ul eIl @lans (Y
BLatl gl cpa pad 2ladl Ve 3500 oL daey plandl 530 . anslST
L iVl 2l Auens S LAl @lane 2535 sl il yuntll
1 3 puolall

at any rate, clearly, gotten, more or less, presumably,

I e

'ait scaleglall  paag Al
Sauigjls

((VaLY gale YY adlge) SewindlS “us” e Hgasds”
Openg s 3a9 Al cilaslatl jzaa” @l Ll oy yall
Jedeiia Bildy Lx olg il (aalie (elan] w8l calisly) @lle
aze 589 1480 — VAVA Lale (o dads Auiilsy (ol (e oS el
Basill LYl 3l 2 Laew eyl Toul e uslgy (rdue
caiely Job¥ oliadl BT Len Lale cppdie oo ,38Y 380 paYI
Al gl G @il A0, Y sl 2 3a5lase Tulee
il il Aloa 5 pmdil] Lyl sgyall le sl
oo O 31 o sl LonslsiSall sgais sy (i (e Lead
AL oLl caal ) A i) dilidans g A il B5lasdl iy
Gl Gle ylas 58T Laily oLus¥l La Sty S LinglgiSall Aaiis
ol e

e ALd e L GSeaddIS Juusl V440 = VAVA Lale on”
Jize e il Las ool puall oilS 159 cilaaland! Lgia C3lual suc
Jus1 1880 Byl Y200 yaT 0 e g &M 5 5 g oLl M8
1l dola)l ol Lgud se g Al jaali ygussd Ao I Sain3IS
Oy MANIfEStOnly i Cowgs Glaiiils 3oy gl 5oy pand!| i
CaliElny eliall gaisll” ol g sael AalS Call BNy Gued
gl Lasa o IO Ll iy @ 13] dbid ilidos 2 yatius 5l
oaatiel Le ol (7 @3y JSadl Hbail) —Jadlly 2 gl- oladl 12a 2
A ol oLl cadll g yin 4iS3 (Lo plat Uslo (IS 5l pimis 2
ko b 2 pumall bzl Jads AL by yondl 5leacei!
Fawly daglan

oliga=yl e s gV Gollall Suwi3lS b maol”
33 Ll g 231 i) alilyg Bal pa W1 lladl s W 15l
S pal 2 Cogllan Jory ST dlan 2 Lin g8l Funa il 61,8 it
Gouall bl (e asiial Ay yes diga sl Ol Jid
alaziol G| 6ol Lo canuzd LI 55l “Unabom” sllaias
Al wladl 2 “Unabomber” mllaias adle¥l filuy

bl

3ot A1 (6l (1939 By yumed &l 3g £989 (393 il g Cars i
O GIaeall lagel (e slae 6ol Lo 1ay duaall 2
Lomis dadas 13 OIS 13 Le Igdeladiy o (1 i oy colagamsd]
G2 ouedl! olaamill S S5 puall 2yl abls sl
g ol cdie comdll BUaill Zaly 535lae dlen Gueaitl Jos

s,

;')’? A
F \

&Y/
)| SR

A BRIl S T




1315 Y

WS agd Iyl Al (il AT Auddl
Slalg 1S Loayl

Lle AL Plagiarism aus¥ 38 .1 pllhiss aluziul i
5y Aalall ol sV LSS qglalally juall HISal alasid
el ) el s O gy ¢ Jomill il e NSy GV LS
Oe bl Sladll 3l pe Wgmil) wSladll 4jlae o jud (e
221 Jal Jeogis Laus - Lgalse 9o 00sS5 Ol slagiaal s ye i
sl gl yelad Auglu¥) cilawd! g doe il olg) oa¥1 aadly
ol IO (ya Bmil) (pudld Jumy AL @3l e o)la conne
alblasl Je> aldbas¥ly word frequency  clalSIl 55063
9 phrase occurrence @Slenll 31539 lexical strings RAEN
. hapax legomena e ool yuai 3 253

Woolls s Winter cndlisd! 23l e 31 sl duind coantd 3y
Jee Cestlaal Lo Do (e STl 2L | B g [V 1] V44T s
e Llg) oo Aagll cilSy ol B 3uaad 2. Sl Gl @le
Cre By pllall IS5 lathe L€ 2 1)LaS (4)9all yunall
o lg ) el el a0l - Jpamdll (ye LT (28 Sl O
Voo Jol dado egd end Leil (ALRIS 2l 01 Yy s ol sLad
Tl Jgemall (ye dalS \~~~,5.5w§\ Tewes Jgmall (e AalS
A(TTYA (e 5 Blg 0l 25,0591 Jsndll ol @35 0lS5) ,_;%n
Ll gl ola \P)i’wp.i Alg) e RalS YO+ cpaimall aud LS
0193 03 e A5¥1 2l g1 2 1513 a1 creathll sl LS 3 50 Y)
AlasLin Ao gama i) 2L Bylg Ml crac b dlie cye Suacbive
cabill Ciglud Ly 2 Ll «Sams control group

ioal e Woolls s Winter Jee el

average sentence length alesd! Jobo dorugia spass -

lexical density alaalll aalitl ayass -

(Onalall e Hpas Ol Aakaie 2 ok Les Olia Ol se¥ 1aag

oo ¥y Ll ply JSs Legs @Smtl) Caljll pubaions ¥ Il
Lt 6,430 e Slaglas Jragi w50l 1 Of 5o ulud
cledle @als AL ST @@l @bty Stugie oll3 ek

LalS calasd! sLgil I yuis Sl full stop alazidl oo @l

s ookl Gl

thereabouts, in practice, moreover, on the other hand, pro-
paganda, and the lemmas argue, propose.

e gBl @el e 393 ond BLAY ois le IgYI 30l
S 3yma gy — cah ¥ Gle Limy oal godlll Gaxll o
Bgoms (pautas Gl 5Ll (pe ca DU as g2 —corpora 33ISU ¢ye
A Wt g ] Jranl] S etV 02 (e Lle (S A ST
IV olalll paminyy . Las AalS yiie Loy ¥ LAY e g5 da

INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY AND
ITS FUTURE

damin 43,50 ‘:5"\'” claalsdl oA oy (e By = g L7
1995 coovgs cpglaisl i

Figure 3- screenshot of The Unabomber’s manifesto published in the
Washington Post, 1995.
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Figure 4- comparing sentence average length to lexical density in the
experimental vs the control novel
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