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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the challenges faced
by working women in Saudi Arabia, examine how these
challenges affect social security, and assess the extent
to which current labor systems and policies contribute to
achieving social security in the Kingdom. The study employed
a descriptive-analytical methodology, and data were collected
through a questionnaire administered to a sample of 315
working women in the city of Riyadh.

The results revealed that working women face several
challenges that impact social security in the Kingdom, the
most prominent of which is psychological stress caused
by high social expectations to balance work and home
responsibilities, negatively affecting their mental health. The
study also confirmed that most participants believe that the
programs or initiatives supporting work-life balance for working
women in Saudi Arabia are insufficient. Furthermore, there was
strong agreement among the sample regarding proposals to
develop labor systems and policies in Saudi Arabia to better
support working women and enhance social security.

The recommendations included developing labor
policies and regulations related to women’s work to be

valsiud!
axly S elad] Yo dymill I awhall sda césa

aodl e elasal sia 58 WSy dssmadl § dslel B4l
& W Joxll Oluluy dabil plaw! a0y celaixdl
zedl Je dwlll Gaaicly goomud! Gelaixdl ol Gedo
dg>ro0 &l JU5 g0 olll gax @i st Laosll
.0l digaay cdolel Olawd! (o Bdgw 315 lgases die J
H8g cdlalell Bl axlei Olasy Glia of @l o yebis

ot dpndl)] Bo2All Ll Alall § Gelaixdl oo e
“dilly Jasdl gy Gu09dl Bygpig dlR duclaid wilsdgdl
dulyadl 81,81 phimo of @asT oS dwdd| giswo Jle 8 Lao
Bldly Jasl gt 3lod] pead LUl eslsldl of zolsd) of oo
oyl iy LS (4318 s dagmad] § dlolel] 3,0l &yl
WYl ok Olssie Jle bady ooddlas digstl sldi o
clolell Bl ped) Asgmudl duyll &lall § wluludlg
Slubud! yohi cluwogdl clady .celaixd ¥l jyjsi

Keywords: security studies, labor regulations, social
Security, national security

oo Jamtl dshil dde¥ olwhl detatl olals)
gibgll ool q:,cl,o.z.z-ﬁl

Production and hosting by NAUSS

* Corresponding Author: Ali Ismail Abdel Samad Saad
Email: asaad@nauss.edu.sa
doi: 10.26735/STQW6556

1319-1241© 2026. AJSS. This is an open access article, distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons, Attribution-NonCommercial License.



https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.26735/STQW6556&domain=pdf
https://journals.nauss.edu.sa/index.php/ajss
https://nauss.edu.sa/
https://doi.org/10.26735/STQW6556
https://doi.org/10.26735/STQW6556

more inclusive and flexible, such as extending the duration
of paid maternity leave, providing supportive facilities like
nurseries, nursing rooms, and childcare allowances to
ensure a supportive and balanced work environment.
Additionally, expanding the implementation of flexible work
arrangements and remote work across various sectors—
especially for married women or mothers—was advised to
alleviate stress and achieve better work-life balance.
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